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A Message from our BEA President:
“Find your voice and inspire others to find theirs.” - Stephen Covey
As we all know, Election Day is fast approaching, and will be passing just
as quickly. As you well know, voting is important and every vote does
matter. It is one of the great privileges that we have as citizens of the United
States; everyone has an opportunity to decide the outcome of a government
election. Hopefully, everyone takes the time and opportunity to voice their
opinions by visiting the polls on November 6th. No matter what your political affiliation, this election is a big one, and will impact many areas of our
state and country. Whoever gets elected will directly impact our jobs as
teachers, whether it is with our district’s budget, our salaries, our resources
and our education department policies. With that being said, I would like to
let you know that there are individuals, if elected, that will benefit us teachers more than others.
If you are interested in: raising your salaries, eliminating standardized testing, seeing districts receive more funds for teacher & student resources, or
having health insurances lowered, then a vote does matter. The choice you
make can matter.
MTA is supporting Jay Gonzalez for governor. He does not fulfill all the
MTA needs or wants but he fulfills more than Governor Baker. I understand that not all of our voting choices are made with our jobs in our mind.
If interested in better cooperation with our unions and profession, please
keep in mind that Jay Gonzalez is more supportive of public schools than
Governor Baker.
No matter what choice you make just enjoy the feeling that your decision
does make an impact on what direction we go with future endeavors with
our state, country and profession.
HAPPY VOTING DAY!
-Taylor Sturtevant
BEA President
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Massachusetts is underfunding our schools by more than $1 billion a year. Too many
schools lack adequate staff, enrichment programs, books, technology and supplies. Too
many students don’t receive the academic, social and emotional support they need to
thrive. For this campaign, we will be urging legislators to update the foundation budget formula and fully fund it for Massachusetts public school students now and in the
future.

$4,043,481.00 is the additional Chapter 70 aid
Braintree would receive in fiscal year 2023 if the four
core recommendations of the 2015 Foundation Budget
Review Commission are phased in over a five-year period.
Member Forum:
When: Wednesday November 7, 2018 4:30-6:15
Where: MTA Headquarters: 2 Heritage Drive, Quincy, MA 02171
Why: Come and meet with MTA members from your region at a member forum. Discuss your aspirations for your students and the obstacles you see that impede progress.
Explore ways to fight for the schools and colleges our students deserve and learn
about the MTA’s funding campaign. You’ll hear from MTA President Merrie Najimy
and Vice President Max Page, and together we’ll make plans to WIN the Fund Our
Future campaign this school/academic year! Go to massteacher.org/fundourfuture for
more information.
How: Click HERE to register for the event.
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Christmas Party to Benefit the Children of Braintree
The BEA is excited to participate in this year’s annual Christmas party which benefits the
children of Braintree. Please bring an unwrapped toy (age appropriate 3 to 12 years old) to
your building representative no later than Wednesday December 5th.
The gifts will be collected from each school and presented from
the BEA at the 9th annual Christmas Party at the Granite Grill
on December 6th. Please feel free to join us the night of the
event between 6:00 and 9:00; appetizers and cash bar will be
available.

Click here to find a list of upcoming seminars available for BEA members who are getting ready to
retire.
Reminder: Eligible employees who desire to participate in the “Career Award” program must notify
the Dr. Hackett by November 1 of the calendar year prior to the school year in which they intend
to retire of, their intention to retire.
Statement by MTA President Merrie Najimy on New Accountability Results

“The state’s new MCAS-based accountability system is as predictable and destructive as the old system.
The results show that schools serving a high percentage of low-income students, English learners and students of
color do not perform as well as those that serve more affluent students.
What is dispiriting is that the new system calls for these schools to receive “targeted intervention” while
providing no additional funding. Once again, the state is paying lip service to helping these students without
providing the resources.
The state’s Foundation Budget Review Commission determined in 2015 that the foundation budget formula
understates how much money is needed to fund low-income students, English learners and students with disabilities, the very students whose MCAS scores typically are below average.
It’s time for the Legislature to make the connection and act. The best “targeted intervention” for our
schools is to provide them with the resources that parents, educators and even the nonpartisan FBRC know are
essential to creating the schools our students and communities deserve. That is why the MTA will be promoting
legislation in 2019 to increase state funding for public schools by $1 billion under an updated foundation budget
formula.
Going forward, we have to fix the accountability system so that policymakers are also held accountable.
They must be accountable for making sure that every school has positive attributes
such as small class sizes, a full-time nurse and school social worker, librarians and a
robust arts program. And we must fix the system by reducing the focus on standardized tests, since that focus narrows the curriculum and stifles creativity in the
schools that serve the students who need enrichment the most — low-income students of color who have too often been left behind.”
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