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B E A M 
Braintree Education Association Message   

Officers for 2018-2019 

President - Taylor Sturtevant 

Vice President - Kyle Fredericks 

Treasurer - Kim Tyszkowski 

Membership - Rachel Herbert 

Communications - Katie Tafe 

Secretary - Ann Antonelli 
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Building Representatives 

 

Braintree High School 

Dwayne Dahlbeck 

Sandra Dziedzic  

Victoria Joyce 

Emily Oliver (Preschool) 

Marsha Roos  

East Middle School 

Mary Hanson 

Erin Joyce 

Leanne Polson 

South Middle School 

Kristina Macauley  

Matt Sawtelle 

Flaherty Elementary 

Victoria Dewey 

Lorraine Liston 

Hollis Elementary 

Debbie Crowley 

Lisa Pacino 

Highlands Elementary 

Lindsay Linnane 

Shannon Umbro 

Liberty Elementary 

Colleen Cleveland 

Julie Hanks 

Morrison School 

Mike Clark 

Monatiquot Kindergarten 

Ashley Casucci  

Ross Elementary 

Claire Brady 

Katie Malcolmson 
 

A Message from our BEA President:  

Believe * Educate * Achieve 

REMINDERS : 
 

 The Annual BEA Meeting will be held on June 11, 2019 

at 3:30 Location TBD. 
 

 The following positions are up for re-election in June. 

Please contact Taylor Sturtevant or Ann Antonelli if you 

are interested in running:  
  

 -Treasurer 

 -Vice President 

 -VP of Membership 
  

 The MTA Annual meeting will be held on Friday May 3 

and Saturday May 4 at the Hynes Convention Center in 

Boston. Please let Taylor know if you’d like to attend.  

 

-Taylor Sturtevant 

BEA President 
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BEA’s Community Forum:  
Bringing Joy back into the Classroom   

 

BEA 50/50 Raffle 

April Showers bring May dollars! Support the 

BEA Scholarship fund by purchasing Raffle 

Tickets from you building representative.   

1 for $2, 3 for $5, 8 for $10 

 

Winner will be chosen on Tuesday May 7th 

The BEA is hosting a water station 

at this year’s Run for Charlotte Road 

Race.  Please feel free to stop by to 

help or give us a wave and grab 

some water if  you’re participating! 

 

When:  Sunday May 5th  

Where:  Along the 5K route 

Evaluation Timeline 

April 15:  Summative Evaluation reports 

are due for teachers with NPTS.   

 

May 1:  Evaluator must meet with 

teacher whose overall summative eval-

uation ratings are Needs Improvement 

or Unsatisfactory 

 

May 15:  Summative Evaluation reports 

are due for teachers with PTS.   

 

 

We began with a whole 

group discussion about 

what actually generates 

joy in the classroom. 

 

This led us to a small 

group discussion 

around what gets in the 

way of  students and 

teachers experiencing 

joy.  

We ended the evening 

by creating a list of  

possible solutions.  

 



3 

Urgent action message on high-stakes testing  

BEA’s  Shining Star  

This month’s shining star goes to the 
members at Ross who wore “Red for 
Ed.” to support the Fund our Future 
campaign.  Thank you to everyone who 
organized and participated!  

 
 
 
 
 

*Do you know someone who’s earned the shining star? Email kaitlin.tafe@braintreeschools.org 

Jeffrey Riley, state education commission-
er, dropped a controversial MCAS ques-
tion on race relations.  

Colson Whitehead is the author of the award-

winning novel “The Underground Railroad,”  

April 3rd the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education was forced to pull a racially offensive ques-
tion from the grade 10 English Language Arts MCAS test — but it has not agreed to discard the entire 
test despite the negative impact it had on student test-takers disturbed about the question. 
  
It's urgent that we act NOW! Below are two things we must do! 
  
1. Flood the phone lines and inboxes of members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education to de-
mand that DESE cancel the 10th-grade MCAS, end the silencing orders placed on students and educators, and 
implement a moratorium on high-stakes testing. 
  
2. Make your upcoming #FundingFridays all about the impact the MCAS has on your students and ex-
plain why they need full funding instead.  
   
The MCAS test item asked students to read a passage from Colson Whitehead's book "The Underground Rail-
road" and write a journal entry from the perspective of a white woman who holds racist attitudes and is torn 
about whether to help a runaway slave. 
  
Students reported that they found the assignment distressing because it seemed to require them to use the same 
kind of racist language the character would have used. Students of color reported being traumatized that they 
and other students were being required to reflect those noxious views. To make matters worse, students and ed-
ucators are forbidden by DESE from talking about the questions or the impact they've had on students. 
  
The author himself told The Boston Globe that he is "appalled and disgusted" that his book was used in this way. 
So are we. Please don't hesitate to let BESE members and Commissioner Riley know how you feel. 
  

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmetrics.mmailhost.com%2F%3Fr%3DMTAwMg0KSjQ5MzU0OS1NVEEtMS0yMTAzLQ0KMTIwMjMNCjFiMjAwMDAwMDNmZmNkZQ0KaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYm9zdG9uZ2xvYmUuY29tL21ldHJvLzIwMTkvMDQvMDMvc3RhdGUtdG9zc2VzLW91dC1tY2FzLXF1ZXN
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmetrics.mmailhost.com%2F%3Fr%3DMTAwMg0KSjQ5MzU0OS1NVEEtMS0yMTAzLQ0KMTIwMjMNCjFiMjAwMDAwMDNmZmNkZQ0KaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYm9zdG9uZ2xvYmUuY29tL21ldHJvLzIwMTkvMDQvMDMvc3RhdGUtdG9zc2VzLW91dC1tY2FzLXF1ZXN
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmetrics.mmailhost.com%2F%3Fr%3DMTAwMg0KSjQ5MzU0OS1NVEEtMS0yMTAzLQ0KMTIwMjMNCjFiMjAwMDAwMDNmZmNkZQ0KaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYm9zdG9uZ2xvYmUuY29tL21ldHJvLzIwMTkvMDQvMDMvc3RhdGUtdG9zc2VzLW91dC1tY2FzLXF1ZXN
https://massteacher.org/news/2019/01/join-the-fight-for-education-funding
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New England Patriots Players Testify for 
the Promise Act 

A recent article in the Player’s Coalitions by Devin 
McCourty, Matthew Slater and Jason McCourty 
says:  

“As fathers, members of  the community, and New 

England Patriots, we support fully funding the re-

alistic requirements of  our schools. Our elected of-

ficials should incorporate all five of  the Commis-

sion’s recommendations, including the increased 

funding for those who most need it. And they must 

do so before July 31st, or negotiations will have to 

begin yet again next year. Our children should not 

wait any longer. As adults, let’s “do our job” and 

set all of  our children up for success. “ 

Did you know… 
 

 You need to give 5 days notice prior to a personal day in May or June? 
 
 New 2020 Health Insurance Rates were emailed to all town employees 
 
 We have a 1/2 day the Friday before Memorial Day? If  you decide to 

take a personal day it counts as a FULL DAY!  
 

The BEA is having a Food Drive to support the Braintree Community Food Pantry! 

Collections will take place between April 9-May 8 

See your building representative for collection location 

 

 

 

 

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”  -Winston Churchill 

https://braintreeeducators.wordpress.com/
https://braintreeeducators.wordpress.com/

